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ATTIS AS THE FATHER GOD

BOOK II

her character does not rest on a  perverse and mischievous

theory that virginity is more honourable than matrimony.

It is derived, as  I have already indicated, from a state of

savagery in which the mere fact of paternity was unknown.

That explains why in later times, long after the true nature

of paternity had been ascertained, the Father God was often

a much less important personage  in   mythology than his

Attis as a   divine partner the Mother Goddess.    With regard to Attis

HeL'vecl " *n ^s Paterna^ character it deserves to be noticed that the

Father.      Bithynians used to ascend to the tops  of  the  mountains

and there call upon him under the name of Papas.    The

custom is attested by Arrian,1 who as a native of Bithynia

must have had good opportunities of observing it.    We may

perhaps infer from it that the Bithynians conceived Attis as

a sky-god or heavenly father, like Zeus, with whom indeed

Arrian identifies him.    If  that were so, the story of the

loves of Attis and Cybele, the Father God and the Mother

Goddess, might be in one of its aspects a particular version

of the widespread   myth which   represents   Mother  Earth

fertilized by Father Sky;2  and, further, the  story of the

215  ed.  F.  C.  Hertlein),  and there
was a Parthenon, or virgin's chamber
in   her   sanctnary   at   Cyzicus    (Ch.
Michel, Recueil d* Inscriptions Grecques^
p. 404, No. 538).    Compare Rapp, in
W. H. Roscher's Lexikon der griech.
und rom. Mythologies ii. 1648; Wagner,
s.v. " Nana," ibid. iii. 4 sq.    Another
great   goddess   of  fertility  who   was
conceived   as  a  Virgin   Mother was
the Egyptian Neith or Net.    She is
called " the Great Goddess, the Mother
of All the Gods," and was believed to
have brought forth Ra, the Sun, with-
out the help of a male partner.    See
C. P. Tiele, Gcschichte der Religion im
Altertttm, i. ill; E. A. Wallis Budge,
The Gods of the Egyptians (London,
1904), i. 457-462.    The latter writer
says (p.  462); "In very early times
Net  was  the   personification   of  the
eternal female principle of life which
was self-sustaining and  self-existent,
and was secret and unknown, and all-
pervading ; the more material thinkers,
whilst admitting that she brought forth
fcer son  Ra  without   the   aid   of   a

husband, were unable to divorce from
their minds the idea that a male germ
was necessary for its production, and
finding it impossible to derive it from
a being external to the goddess,
assumed that she herself provided not
only the substance which was to form
the body of Ra but also the male germ
which fecundated it. Thus Net was
the type of partheno-genesis."
1  Quoted by Eustathius on Homer,
//.   v.  408 ; Fragmenta Historicorum
Graecorum,   ed.   C.   Miiller, iii. 592,
Frag. 30.
2  (Sir) Edward B. Tylor, Primitive
Culture?  i.   321   sqg.,   ii.   270   sqq.
For   example,   the   Ewe   people   of
Togo-land, in West Africa, think that
the  Earth  is  the  wife  of  the  Sky,
and that their marriage takes place in
the rainy season, when the rain causes
the  seeds  to  sprout  and  bear  fruit.
These fruits they regard as the children
of Mother Earth, who in their opinion
is the mother also of men and of gods.
See   J.    Spieth,   Die    E&e-Stamme
(Berlin, 1906), pp. 464, 548.    In the